
ANDY CAPP DAILY MIRROR CARTOON CHARACTER  
BORN NEAR STAMFORD IN 1956 

 
 

 
 
 
Although there is some debate as to the actual year that Andy Capp, all be it a cartoon 
character, was born. What is certain, is that in an interview printed in the TV Times in June 
1975, Andy’s creator, Reg Smythe (1917-1998), claimed that he was born in 1956, somewhere 
on the A1 between Stamford and Grantham. This was before the days of the Stamford By-
Pass, so perhaps a blue plaque is needed on the old Great North Road, somewhere within the 
Borough boundaries. His international reputation has waned over the years; however, Andy 
Capp still appears in the Daily Mirror and the Sunday Mirror. The British Cartoon Archive 
claims he has been syndicated into around 1700 newspapers, in 51 countries and translated 
into 14 languages. He is truly an international character. 
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